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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The amendment filed on 6/19/06 has been entered. Applicants have amended 
claim 3. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bloom 
(US 5726615). 

Regarding claim 1, as shown in figures 1 and 8, Bloom discloses an 
electromagnetic component formed from a multi-layer PCB comprising: 

(a) A plurality of conductive traces 58 (flat electrical conductors, column 6, lines 
57-58) having a curved shape (as shown in the figure) and two terminal ends (no 
number, as shown in the figure), 

(b) each conductive trace formed on an insulating layer (no number, see column 
6, lines 61-63) of the PCB and positioned such that the conductive traces form a stack 
(column 5, lines 21-26); 

(c) a plurality of conductors (interconnecting vias - no number, column 7, lines 
32-36) for interconnecting the terminal ends of each conductive trace to form at least 
one turn of a winding (figures 8A-C disclose multiple of turns); 
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(d) a first conductive layer 58a (considering the top layer as a first conductive 
layer - figure 8A as an example) attached to a first outer surface (see examiner 
remarks) of the PCB in a position at the top of the stack and having two terminal ends 
(each layer has two terminals, as shown in the figure) and approximately the same 
shape as the conductive traces; 

(e) a first additional conductor (no number, shown in the figure - interconnecting 
via) for connecting at least one of the first conductive layer terminal ends to a terminal 
end of at least one of the conductive traces; 

(f) a second conductive layer 58f (considering the bottom layer as a second 
conductive layer - figure 8A as an example) attached to a second outer surface (see 
examiner remarks) of the PCB in a position at the bottom of the stack and having two 
terminal ends and approximately the same shape as the conductive traces; and 

(g) a second additional conductor (interconnecting via - no number) for 
connecting at least one of the second conductive layer terminal ends to a terminal end 
of at least one of the conductive traces. 

Examiner remarks: It is noticed that the examiner picks figure 8A for an easy 
explanation purpose only, other figures are also incorporated in this Office Action. 

Bloom discloses a structure, which is centered about a stack of flat conductive 
layers to form an inductor and/or transformed. As shown in column 7, line 18 
continuing column 8, line 33, Bloom, discloses a double-sided PCB having one of the 
illustrated embodiments (fig. 8A-8C) formed within the PCB and interconnected to the 
circuit board circuit. The examiner considers the outer layers of the illustrated 
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embodiments that are formed on the outer surfaces of the PCB for electrical 
connection to the PCB's wiring patterns formed on its surfaces. 

Regarding claim 2, as shown in figure 8A-8C, Bloom discloses a first one (58b) 
of the conductive traces, which is formed on the top surface of the PCB and a second 
one (58e) of the conductive traces is formed on the bottom surface of the PCB, and 
wherein the first conductive layer is in conductive contact (by interconnecting vias) with 
the top conductive trace and the second conductive layer is in conductive contact (by 
interconnecting vias) with the bottom conductive trace. 

Regarding claim 4, Bloom discloses each the conductive layer is a metal foil 
(column 7, line 56-57). 

Regarding claim 5, as shown in the figures, Bloom discloses each insulating 
layer, which defines an aperture 56 (column 6, line 59), wherein each conductive trace 
is in the shape of a loop positioned adjacent to the perimeter of a respective one of the 
apertures, and wherein the conductive layers are each shaped to define an aperture 
that corresponds to the shape of the apertures formed in the insulating layers, the 
component further comprising a core 44 (column 5, line 33) positioned in the space 
defined by the apertures. It is noticed that the conductive traces are insulating 
separated (column 6, lines 61-63) and each insulating layer must contain an aperture 
for sliding into the core 44. 

Regarding claim 6, Bloom discloses the component, which is an inductor 
(column 3, line 20). 
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Regarding claims 7-10, as shown in the figures, Bloom discloses a plurality of 
winding turns formed by the conductive traces 58a-58h and the interconnecting vias 
(the conductors), and each winding turn is formed by at least 2 conductive traces. 

Regarding claim 11, Bloom discloses every limitation as shown in claim 2 above 
including the electromagnetic component further comprising an insulator (no number, 
column 6, lines 61-63) disposed between the top conductive trace and the first 
conductive layer. 

Regarding claim 12, Bloom discloses every limitation as shown in claim 5 
above. 

Regarding claims 13-15, Bloom discloses every limitation as shown in claims 7- 
10 above. 

Regarding claim 16, Bloom discloses the plurality of conductors as 
interconnecting vias (see claim 1). Because plated conductive via is conventionally 
known, therefore Bloom anticipates the claim. 

Regarding claim 17, Bloom discloses every limitation as shown in the claims 1-2 

above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 3 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Reasons for Allowance 
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5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The best prior 
art of record, Bloom (US 5726615), taken alone or in combination, fails to teach or fairly 
suggest the first conductive layer (58a, figures 8A-8C) and second conductive layer 
(58f/58h, figures 8A-8B/8C) are soldered directly onto the top and the bottom 
conductive trace (a stack of traces). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed on 6/19/06 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Remarks, claim 1 , page 5 continuing page 6 : The argument centers about the 
first and the second conductive layer 58a and 58f. 

The Examiner firmly consider, at the final product of Bloom in its broadest 
means , that the layers 58a and 58f are attached to the outer surfaces of the circuit 
board, wherein the circuit board is defined as a multilayer circuit board having any other 
layers excluding the layers 58a and 58f. Applicants should be noted that in interpreting 
a multilayer circuit board, any stack of layers could be considered as a circuit board and 
any layer outside the predefined circuit board is properly considered as attached to the 
surfaces of the circuit board. 

Remarks, claim 1, page 6 and 7 : The argument centers about the first and the 
second conductive layer 58a and 58f are formed on an insulating layer. 

The Examiner agrees. However, claim 1 does not contain any limitation that 
requires the first and the second conductive layer attached directly onto the stack of 
conductive traces without an insulating layer in between. 
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Remarks, claim 2, page 8 : The argument centers about the first and second 
conductive trace, which is formed on an insulating layer. 

The Examiner firmly considers, at the final product of Bloom in its broadest 
means , that layer 58e and 58f are formed on an insulating layer (see Bloom, col.6:61 - 
63, col.7:1-9 and col. 8:17-19). 

Remarks, claim 4, page 8 : The argument centers about the conductive layers 
and insulating layer. 

Claim 4 does not have any limitation regarding the insulating layer but a metal 

foil. 

Remarks, claim 11 : The argument centers about Bloom does not disclose an 
insulator between a top conductive trace and a first conductive layer. 

The argument is not persuasive. There is an insulator layer in between layers 
58a and 58b (see Bloom, col.6:61-63). 

Remarks, claim 17 : Same argument as above. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hoa C. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8293. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kammie Cuneo can be reached on 571-272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Hoa C. Nguyen 
8/30/06 




